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U. S. TO DISTRIBUTE 


WAR FILMS 


Supplementing the release of short 
films to theaters through the War 
Activities Committee, the Government 
will soon issue wartime films in 16mm 
through non-theatrical channels, ac- 
cording to Deputy Coordinator Arch 
Mercey. Distribution in urban areas 
will be routed through a new national 
apparatus, set up by the Coordinator 
of Inter-American Affairs to show 
films about Latin America, Rural Dis- 
tribution will be handled by a special 
section of the Department of Agricul- 
ture headed by Oliver Griswold. The 


Inter-American organization has es-__of prints and subjects; but the ob- . 


tablished four zones, with agents in 
New York, Chicago, Dallas and San 
Francisco. But there is no word yet 
on how the plan will operate, how it 
will be financed, whether it will be a 
free or rental service, or whether com- 
mercial or institutional outlets will 
be used. 

This non-theatrical plan is in line 
with the general purpose of the Co- 
ordinator of Government Films: To 
inform on war subjects through film 
reports, fact films and newsreels; to 
instruct with “how to do it” pictures; 
and to build morale chiefly through 
Hollywood. Coordinator Mellett, how- 
ever, has not yet announced his whole 


program, and it may be that he awaits 
the straightening out of the whole 
Washington information-propaganda 
tangle. The imminent appointment of 
a super-chief of government informa- 
tion is reported in many quarters. 
The program for rural distribution 
is already operating through U.S.D.A. 
State War Boards. The “Food For 
Freedom” series goes out regularly, 
accompanied by such films as Bomber, 
Homes For Defense, and British 
shorts. It is proposed to step up the 
volume of film shows both in number 


stacle at the moment is priorities. 
Reels and cans are scarce and even 
government agencies such as Agricul- 


ture and O.E.M. have difficulty in get- 


ting equipment. Hope lies in uncover- | 


ing stores of old films and in the 
manufacture of plastic reels. There is 
a run on plastics now at Eastman and 
the American Molded Products Co. 
of Chicago. 

The Treasury Department reports 
success beyond expectations with its 
Disney short on the income tax (The 
New Spirit), and plans to go ahead 
with a public relations film program. 
The Treasury has two purposes in 

(Continued on Page Seven) 


WAR FILMS 


Government films to be distributed in 
l6mm through Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs, and other Washing- 
ton news. page 1 


MARINES 

Training and information films now 
produced by Marine Corps Photo- 
graphic Section at the Marine Bar- 
racks, Quantico, Virginia. page 2 


AGRICULTURE 
United States Department of Agricul- 
ture has new films, some ready, some 
in production, relating agriculture to 
war. page 3 


CANADA 

Dominion’s “war economy” is the sub- 
ject of new pictorial-statistics films 
produced in Philadelphia by Phil 
Ragan. page 4 


Study of the relation between educa- 
tional motion pictures and public li- 
braries made by Gerald McDonald in 
new A.L.A. book. page 5 


CIVILIAN DEFENSE 

Civil Defense Volunteers of New York 
City establish Film Bureau to provide 
city with films on defense work. 
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MARINES 


MAKE MOTION PICTURES 


The following dispatch was received 
from Captain W. M. Nelson, Officer 
in Charge of the Marine Corps Pho- 
tographic Section, at Quantico, Vir- 
ginia: 

The motion picture activities of the 
Marine Corps are now largely central- 
ized in the Marine Corps Photogra- 
phic Section located at the Marine 
Barracks, Quantico, Virginia, and 


FILM 


under the jurisdiction of Marine 
Corps Schools thereat. The policies 
and directives which govern the ac- 
tivities of this section are functions 
of Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps, 
in Washington, D. C. 

At present this section is engaged 
in motion picture production work 
on training films and information 
films. Information films may be fur- 
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ther broken down into those designed 
to provide general information to the 
public and those designed for interior 
distribution within the Marine Corps. 

This section carries out scenario 
preparation, field photography, ani- 
mation, editing, and exercises super- 
vision over the remaining phases 
of production accomplished through 
commercial contract. At present De 
Luxe Laboratories, Inc., of New York 
City hold the Marine Corps contract 
for processing of film to include titles, 
effects, negative cutting, and release 
printing. Sound Masters, also of New 
York City, holds the present contract 
for sound-recording to include script 
preparation when desired and the 
services of selected narrators. 

Organization of this section was not 
accomplished until fourteen months 
ago and the first eight months were 
primarily devoted to acquisition of 
personnel and equipment. During the 
last six months, however, ten subjects 
have been completed and approxi- 
mately fifteen more are in varying 
stages of production. The first subject 
released by this section was based 
upon the training of Marine para- 
chute troopers, titled From Ships of 
the Air, and received a two-week run 
at Radio City Music Hall. It was pri- 
marily designed for the recruiting 
service and has been found quite suc- 
cessful. 

Aside from the production of mo- 
tion pictures this section releases offi- 
cial Marine Corps stock footage to 
newsreel, commercial, and theatrical 
producers. 

All such material receives censor- 
ship by Headquarters, Marine Corps, 
before release. Recent calls for such 
footage have included Iceland, con- 
voy and maneuver material. 

Historical record files of Marine 
Corps film date back to the First 
World War. Early records are scanty 
but it is anticipated that the records 
for this war will be most complete. 
Assignment units from this section 
will accompany combat units in the 
field in all major operations. 

All production work other than 
color is accomplished with profes- 
sional 35mm equipment except that 
all sound is added by our contractor 
in New York. Sound equipment may 
be added later. Among the cameras 
used are Mitchell, Bell and Howell, 
Akeley, DeVry, and Eyemo. The ma- 
jor part of distribution, however, is 
in 16mm size. (Continued on next page) 
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Ten Marines have been trained (or 
are now in training) in various phases 
of motion picture production by the 
March of Time, one by Pathe News, 
and three by National Screen Service. 
The cooperation provided by these 
firms in training selected enlisted per- 
sonnel has been of great assistance. 
Other personnel have come directly 
from the motion picture industry, 
New York and Hollywood. 

In the production of training films 
great care is taken to avoid those sub- 
jects which the Army or Navy might 
logically be expected to produce. Ma- 
rine Corps efforts are devoted to the 
most efficient utilization of the pro- 
ductions of the Army and Navy (com- 
mercial sources included) and the 
production of specialized training 
films in exclusively Marine Corps 
subjects. 

Film libraries are maintained in 
Quantico, Virginia, and San Diego, 
California, for the distribution of all 
visual material within the Marine 
Corps. The primary means of distri- 
bution to the public is through the 
many Marine Corps recruiting offices 
located in every important city in the 
country. Other channels are utilized 
from time to time as available. 

This section also engages in the 
production of slide films or film 
strips. At present the actual produc- 
tion work is carried out through com- 
mercial contract with the Society for 
Visual Education, Chicago, Illinois, 
but it is expected that a large portion 
of such work will be accomplished 
through local facilities in the near fu- 


ture. At present the functions of this 
section in connection with production 
of slide films are confined to planning 
and preparation. 

Approximately 100 _ sound 
projectors and 100 35mm tri-purpose 
slide film projectors have been pur- 
chased by the Marine Corps during 
the past year to provide a distribu- 
tional outlet within the Marine Corps 
for the visual training aids produced. 

In connection with the preparation 
of picture plans for Marine Corps 
training films it has proved most ad- 
vantageous to have this section under 
the supervision of Marine Corps 
Schools. Technical experts, and spe- 
cialists in the various phases of mili- 
tary science, attached to the staff of 
Marine Corps Schools have been avail- 
able for the preparation of such pic- 
ture plans. Upon approval by Head- 
quarters, Marine Corps, they are then 
elaborated into scenario form by this 
section and produced as production 
requirements are made available by 
Headquarters, Marine Corps. 

During the next year it is expected 
that motion picture production in the 
Marine Corps will continue to ex- 
pand and develop and that our pro- 
duction rate, primarily of training 
films, will greatly increase. Our pro- 
duction schedule is in process of modi- 
fication to take account of changing 
factors so no figures are now given in 
this connection. The Marine Corps 
will, however, concentrate heavily on 
the conversion of its own small part 
of the motion picture industry to war- 
time requirements. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


The Motion Picture Division of the 
Department of Agriculture is now 
completing its pre-war films and at 
the same time beginning new produc- 
tions on a wartime footing. A plan — 
not yet announced — has been devel- 
oped for a program of films relating 
agriculture to the war. 

Agricultural films in production or 
recently completed are as follows: 

Sustained Yield in the South — 
Teaches the rural populations of the 
south the necessity of managing their 
forests for sustained yield. Southern 
forests are the source of important 
war materials which are needed in vast 
quantities. This source must be pro- 


tected from fire by sabotage or care- 
lessness. 

California Forest Fire Prevention— 
Warns the people of the Pacific Coast 
of the seriousness of the fire hazards 
and corrects careless attitudes. Linked 
to civilian defense of the Pacific 
Coast where forest fires may threaten 
military establishments and industries. 

Tree in a Test Tube — Educates the 
public to the importance of timber as 
an essential raw material. Wide use 
of forest products and derivatives in 
war indicate need for forest protec- 
tion. 

Too Many Chips Have Fallen — 
Shows the need of forest regulation. 


Important to defense from a stand- 
point of maintaining the national 
plant. 

Democracy in Action — A one-reel 
picture showing the vast agricultural 
resources of this country and how 
farmers are producing more of the 
foods needed in the war program. 

Southern Agriculture — The impor- 
tance of Southern Agriculture in the 
war economy, with special reference 
to cotton and the Food For Freedom 
Program. 

Conservation in Wartime — How 
conservation practices can save the 
land and increase the production of 
food for war uses. 

Cooperative Cotton Ginning — De- 
scribes operation and set-up of co- 
operative associations engaged in gin- 
ning of cotton and crushing of cotton 
seed for oil. 

4-H Clubs in New Mexico — This 
picture will show the 4-H Club activi- 
ties of Spanish American 4-H Club 
members living in New Mexico. 

Seventy-five Years of Cooperation— 
Exemplifies the work of one of the 
oldest farmers’ organizations in the 
United States and: shows interesting 
and beneficial results obtained under 
the influence of 75 years of coopera- 
tion. 

Democracy at Work in Rural Puerto 
Rico — Shows how better practices in 
agriculture are taught in a democratic 
way. 

Old Arts—New Horizons — Rehab- 
ilitation of mountain communities 
through revival of rural arts and 
crafts. 

The Good Neighbor — An example 
of neighborly cooperation in the im- 
provement of the Venezuelan live- 


_ stock industry. 


The Battle Is in Our Hands — The 
impact of war production on rural 
areas; how that impact was met; what 
has been done for war can be done 
for peace. 

The United States Forestry Service, 
a division of the Department of Agri- 
culture, announces a new film entitled 
The Work of the Forest Rangers (3 
reels, 16mm, sound). The film de- 
scribes the daily tasks of the Rangers. 
A second forestry film, 4,000 Gifts of 
the Forest (1 reel, 16mm, sound), 
shows the varied uses to which the 
products of the forests are put. Both 
pictures are available through the 
Department of Agriculture, distribu- 
tor for Forestry Service films. 
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MISCELLAN Y 


FRANK CAPRA has gone to Wash- 
ington, where he is now a Major in 
the Signal Corps, preparing to make 
orientation films for the Army. 


CHARLES HOBAN, formerly with 
the Philadelphia Board of Public 
Education, has been commissioned 
Captain in the Signal Corps, where 
he will handle distribution of train- 


ing films in the Army. 


TOM BAIRD, head of the British 
Ministry of Information’s non-theatri- 
cal motion picture distribution sec- 
tion, is expected to visit the United 
States soon. 


RUBBER is the timely subject of a 
new film for automobile owners, Keep 
*Em Rolling, an institutional picture 
produced by Sound Masters for the 
B. F. Goodrich Company. 


DEANE DICKASON and David Grif- 
fin, who have recently returned from 
the Far East, are lecturing and show- 
ing their films taken in the East 
Indies. 


CHILDREN will see free motion pic- 
tures on arts and crafts on Saturday 
mornings at the Brooklyn Museum, 
during the time when their parents 
are expected to be engaging in civilian 
defense work. 


THE MARINES will be the subject 
of a five-reel film now in production 
at March of Time. 


AUDIO PRODUCTIONS has moved 
its offices and production staff from 
Astoria, where the Signal Corps is 
taking over, to new quarters at 630 
Ninth Ave., N.Y.C. Erpi Classroom 
Films has also moved from Astoria 


and is now located at 1841 Broadway, 
N.Y.C. 


RCA announces two films intended 
for use by schools, colleges and other 
educational groups. The films, Com- 
mand Performance—the story of Vic- 
tor Records from recording studio to 
finished products—and Electrons on 
Parade, which tells of the heart of 
all radio—the radio tube—are avail- 
able through William J. Ganz Co., 
19 E. 47th St., N.Y.C. Both films are 
16mm sound and run two reels. 
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WAR ECONOMY 


The following information was re- 
ceived from Robinson MacLean of the 


National Film Board of Canada. 


Philadelphia Phil Ragan, one of 
the U. S. topnotchers in the field of 
visual statistics, has been hard at 
work since mid-December on a series 
of three-minute animations ordered 
by the Canadian Government. 


His job is a tough one: to explain 
in principle and in accurate detail 
the impact of war on Canada’s econ- 
omy. Last fall the Canadian Govern- 
ment made a sweeping regulation 
which anchored all prices in Canada 
at the peak they had reached in early 
October. That meant that every single 
piece of merchandise in Canadian 
stores had its own price ceiling—and 
that everything from rents to tooth- 
paste, from manicures to bathtubs, 
could be sold only at the price it had 
already reached during the “basic” 
period. 

The Wartime Prices & Trade Board, 
regulating all prices, thus managed 
to stem a growing tide of inflation. 
But since every person in Canada was 
affected, it seemed advisable to the 
WPTB to show Canadians what had 
been done, why, and how. They asked 
Canadian Government Film Commis- 
sioner John Grierson to suggest a mo- 
tion picture approach, and he as- 
signed Phil Ragan to the job. 

Working with WPTB statisticians 
and economists, Ragan worked out a 
series of shorts. The first, now prac- 
tically completed, is a broad outline 
of the subject called “War Economy.” 
Others will enlarge on details of the 
general picture. 


This is the plot of “War Economy”: 

Before Canada declared war in 
September, 1939, there was unem- 
ployment, and productive resources 
were not in full use. When war came, 
unemployed men went to work, and 
productive capacity was put to full 
use, while new plants and war indus- 
tries were rushed into production. 

But gradually war took more and 
more of the total production — and 
now Canada is devoting half of her 
total productive capacity to war; this 
leaves a shortage of consumer goods; 
inevitably the surplusage of purchas- 
ing power over the amount of goods 
for sale started prices upward in an 
inflation spiral. 

Price and Wage ceilings stopped 
this trend—but an additional control 
was required to distribute the goods 
equitably. Rationing began, which 
provided equal opportunity to secure 
goods to all Canadians. 

Both the preceding measures left a 
surplus of money in hands of Cana- 
dians—and war savings and war loans 
took up this surplus and applied it 
to war use. 

After the war these war-loaned 
funds will provide a large back-log 
of purchasing power which will en- 
able Canadian factories to keep busy 
and keep Canadians at work produc- 
ing consumer goods again—so that the 
postwar deflation of the period after 
1918 need not follow. 

That’s Ragan’s story — plus exact 
figures shown in pictograph form. He 
makes it interesting. And yet his brief 
film is sufficiently accurate that pro- 
fessors of political economy give it as 
much respect as a college text. 


SCENES FROM THE CITY 

Cuttings from the documentary 
film, The City, have been organized 
into units and are now available for 
special types of pictures from William 
W. Newcomb (Rm. 820, 10 Rockefel- 
ler Plaza, N.Y.C.). Scenes may be or- 
dered under classifications as follows: 
Urban Street, Suburban Highways, 
Metropolitan Skyscrapers, Slums, Slum 
Characters, Planned Communities 
(Greenbelt-Radburn), Heavy Indus- 
try, Light Industry, Commerce, Rural 
Environment. 


AIRCRAFT FILM UNIT 

A new perspective for the use of 
films in wartime is seen in the crea- 
tion of a film unit in the Bell Aircraft 
Company of Buffalo. Present plans 
call for 66 films in a three-way pro- 
gram. One kind will be made for 
training employees in the building of 
aircraft. Other types will be sent out 
with the planes to teach maintenance 
to ground crews in the service and to 
train air force pilots in new operating 
features. Norman Mathews is produc- 
tion chief of the unit. 
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AUTOMOBILES 


The care of automobiles and trucks, 
to make them last for the duration, 
is pictured in two new 16mm sound 
films produced by Vision Educational 
Productions (509 Fifth Ave., N.Y.C.). 
Drive for Victory is designed to show 
drivers the parts of a car that receive 
the most wear, and the proper way 
to check that wear. Check Well Be- 
fore Using shows drivers of all types 
of commercial vehicles the important 
parts of the truck which should be 
checked before going out on runs. 
Prints are for sale. 


RECORD OF THE 
EAST INDIES 


Although the Netherlands East In- 


dies will be little more than a memory 
for some time, the Netherlands Infor- 
mation Bureau (10 Rockefeller Plaza, 
N.Y.C.) is rushing to completion a 
series of films from that battleground. 
Editor is John Ferno. Final touches 
are being put to High Stakes in the 
East (1 reel, 16mm, Kodachrome, 
sound), a film dealing with the treas- 
ures of the islands. Two other films 
concerning the inhabitants of the East 
Indies and a fourth on industry are 
in work. Another in black and white 
will show the outpost’s modern de- 
fenses, stressing motorization of the 
army. Material for these films was 
taken by the cameramen of the Neth- 
erlands Government Press Service in 
Batavia. 


PROGRESSIVE SCHOOL 


How a progressive school develops 
initiative in its students is shown pic- 
torially in The Wilson Dam School, 
a two-reel, 16mm, sound film just com- 
pleted under the joint sponsorship of 
the Tennessee Valley Authority and 
the Alabama Department of Educa- 
tion. The school was established for 
the children of employees working on 
the dam in 1934 when it was found 
that local schools could not handle the 
sudden increase in enrollment. The 
local schools later expanded to meet 
the situation and the TVA school 
was closed in 1941. The film was pro- 
duced by the American Film Center; 
photography by Russell Bushnell. It 
is available through the Division of 
Training, Tennessee Valley Authority, 
Knoxville, Tenn. 


LIBRARIES AND FILMS 


Working under a special committee 
of the American Library Association, 
Librarian Gerald McDonald has pre- 
pared a report, now issued as a book,* 
making it clear that the libraries of 
the country will play an essential 
part in the further development of 
the educational film. In the course of 
the study which he conducted in pre- 
paring this report, McDonald looked 
at some length into the general nature 
of educational film distribution and 
visited those libraries which have be- 
gun film work. He concludes that it is 
possible, and presumably desirable, 
for public libraries to step in and give 
a new impetus to the whole educa- 
tional film movement. 

A summary of the recommendations 
in the report is as follows: 

The use of educational films in 
adult education needs exploration. 

There is a primary need for the 
development of facilities to train li- 
brarians for film service. 

Experimentation is needed with 
other types of film service in different 
libraries and communities. 

A medium for the prompt and sys- 
tematic listing of films as currently 
produced and withdrawn from circu- 
lation is indispensable to satisfactory 
film service in libraries. 

Study, research and experimenta- 
tion on problems of preserving educa- 
tional films as historical records is of 
immediate importance. 

An approach must be found to the 
problem of getting 16mm projectors 
into libraries. 

All these recommendations are sup- 
ported by carefully collected evi- 
dence. Mr. McDonald examined the 
functioning of the commercial film 
libraries, film libraries in school sys- 
tems, university extension film libra- 
ries, private non-profit film libraries, 
and several others. Also he goes into 
such questions as the use of sponsored 
films in schools. 

One of the most informative sec- 
tions in the book is that dealing with 
the actual experiences of three libra- 
ries which have circulated films and 
in some cases have made projection 
services available. 

The book is not only valuable to 
librarians but to everyone who comes 
into contact with non-theatrical films. 


* EpUCATIONAL Motion Pictures ANp 
BRARIES, American Library Association, Chi- 
cago, 1942, 183 pp. $2.75. 


Educational 
Motion Pictures 
and Libraries 


By GERALD D. McDONALD 


“In order to become part of the educa- 
tional pattern the educational film... must 
come into homes, schoolrooms, halls, and 
auditoriums with all the familiarity of a 
good conversationalist and with the ready 
availability of a good book... 


“Real assistance in bringing educational 
films into wider appreciation and use will 
require that the library attack first those 
obstructions in the present distribution 
process which have prevented their wide- 
spread use in the past.*... The library can 
become an information center on films, 
providing a service through which films 
and their sources may be made known.... 
The library can evaluate films for adult | 
use, review documentary films with keener 
critical analysis, draw together the scat- 
tered sources of reviews and listings on 
special subjects, provide union catalogs, and 
include films in library reading and refer- 
ence lists... 


“The library may enlarge its activities to 
include the borrowing of films for patrons, 
the furnishing of projection equipment, 
operators and projection rooms, the use of 
films in the library’s own programs, and 
an active encouragement given to the use 
of films in adult education. .. 


“Educators concerned with the use of 
visual materials, librarians exploring the 
frontiers of the library of tomorrow, and 
producers and distributors of the educa- 
tional film have given encouragement to _ 
the library to include films in its services. 
... If the American library decides that it 
is primarily dedicated to a far-reaching edu- 
cational program, then it will recognize the 
peculiar educational values of films and 
utilize them.” 


PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 20. 
196 PAGES. CLOTH, $2.75 


American Library Association 
Chicago 
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SAFETY FILMS --- Now Available 
“CHECK WELL BEFORE USING" 


for commercial vehicles 


“DRIVE FOR VICTORY" 


for motor vehicle conservation 
“HUSTLE AND BUSTLE"—for bus operators 


“KITCHEN AND DINING ROOM SAFETY" 
for restaurant employees 


16mm sound motion pictures — for information address 
SALES DEPARTMENT 


Vision Educational Productions 
509 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 


“AIRBRAID 
For Civilian Defense Training in industry, 
community, institutions. 
“AIR RAID WARDEN” 


A calm, accurate presentation of the Warden’s 
duties before and during a Blackout 


10 minutes Sale $25 per copy 
16mm sound Rent-Apply 
WRITE DIRECT TO DEPT. FN3 


BRANDON FILMS 3:2 


New York City 
PROTECT FILMS 
SCRATCH- 


MOVIES ES. STAINS 
FINGER- 


MARKS-THE 


ett Rles 


VAP.C).RATE 


ASK YOUR DEALER OR PHOTOFINISHER 
VAPORATECO..INC. BELL & HOWELL CO. 
130 W. 46St. 1801 Larchmont, Chicago 
New York,N.Y. 716 No. Labrea, Hollywood 


DUCERSDO 


LAYOUTS FOR 
MAGAZINES, BOOKS, BOOKLETS, 
FOLDERS, PACKAGES, TRADE 
PAPERS, MAGAZINE AND 
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING 

NATHANIEL 
POUSETTE - DART 
10 WEST 47th STREET 
VO Rs 
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RED CROSS AIDS 
CIVIL DEFENSE 


Civilian Defense agencies now con- 
ducting a vast educational program 
on air raid precautions, are expected 
to take a great interest in a Red Cross 
instructional film entitled Before the 
Doctor Comes (4 reels, 16mm, sound). 
The film’s four reels may be used 
separately or as a unit. The first reel 
shows how to control bleeding and 
care for shock. The second describes 
artificial respiration and the care of 
burns. The third explains leg frac- 
tures and shows how to apply 14-ring 
improvised splints. The fourth ana- 
lyzes arm fractures and the applica- 
tion of Murray Jones improvised 
splints, together with the problem of 
transporting victims. 

The film is intended for schools and 
first-aid classes as a supplement to 
regular teaching. It is available for 
sale or rental from all local Red Cross 
chapters. Unit rental is $8. per week; 
single reels $2.50 per week. 


OSCARS FOR 
DOCUMENTARY 


After years’ resistance, Hollywood, 
in this year of war, has finally given 
official recognition to “documentary” 
films. Oscars were awarded last month 
by the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences to Churchill's Island, 
film story of the Battle of Britain; 
Target for Tonight, British Ministry 
of Information’s dramatization of the 


R.A.F.; and Kukan (FILM News, No- 


vember), China’s fight against Japan. 

Produced by a newly formed com- 
pany, Warwick Pictures of New York 
City, Churchill’s Island is the first of 
a series of two reel shorts called “The 
World in Action,” to be released by 
United Artists. Stuart Legg, producer 
of many Canadian war films, is editor 
of the series. The first film was edited 
from British and captured German 
film records. Many of its scenes were 
taken under battle conditions. The 
picture “pits the best of the Luftwaffe 
films against the best of the R.A.F.” 


CIVILIAN 


The Civilian Defense Volunteers 
Office of New York City last month 
established a Film Bureau (93 Park 
Avenue) to instruct and give infor- 
mation to Civilian Defense agencies 
through the medium of the motion 
picture. 

The Film Bureau was originally 
established in the Borough of Man- 
hattan and now has a department in 
each of the boroughs of New York 
City. Contributions of service and 
time are on a voluntary basis, Local 
306 of the Motion Picture Operators’ 
Union cooperating. More than thirty 


DEFENSE 


16mm sound projectors have been se- 
cured for a pool of machines. A large 
number of films have been evaluated 
and programs of recommended films 
are being arranged. Special programs 
have been prepared for the teaching of 
Air Raid Warden groups and for use 
at defense rallies. Film programs are 
supplemented by a speaker assigned 
by the CDVO speakers’ bureau. 

The Film Bureau in New York an- 
nounces that it is willing to cooperate 
with Civilian Defense agencies of 
other cities in the setting up of similar 
film bureaus. 


BRITISH WAR RELIEF 


Six British films in 16mm sound 
have been edited for Americans and 
are now being distributed by the 
British War Relief Society (730 Fifth 
Ave., N.Y.C.). In showing these films, 
BWRS hopes for a response in the 
form of contributions to supply cloth- 
ing, food, shelter and medical aid. 

Thumbs Up (3 reels: 35 min.) : The 
work of BWRS against the back- 
ground of Nazi conquest from Poland 
to Dunkerque. Lowell Thomas. 

Thank You, America (1 reel: 84% 
min.): Britain speaks her gratitude 


through the voices of her own people. 
Queen’s Messengers (1 reel: 7 
min.) : Fast trucks, 144 of them from 
the BWRS, rushing food, water and 
hot drinks to the victims of the blitz. 
Seeds of Victory (1 reel: 10 min.) : 
The drive for seeds, showing Britons 
plowing up lawns, parks, golf courses, 
back yards and vacant lots in the bat- 
tle for food. Burgess Meredith. 
London Night (1 reel: 10 min.): 
A mobile feeding kitchen through one 
night of air raids. Wendell Willkie. 
Volunteer Worker (2 min.) : Don- 
ald Duck for Britain. 
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( Continued from Page One) 
mind: to sell bonds or taxes, and to 
build up morale (Why taxes? What 
are they used for?). The War Activi- 
ties Committee has appointed How- 
ard Dietz of MGM as Treasury con- 
sultant, and has sent Carlton Duffus 
to Washington to run the Treasury’s 
film program. A theatrical film on 
defense bonds, entitled America Pre- 
ferred (7 minutes), is ready. News- 


reel clips present Hollywood stars: 


urging people to “Buy Defense Bonds.” 
Local newsreels present local citizens 
urging the same message on their 
neighbors. Discussions with Disney 
are under way for a_ series on 
bonds. 

The Office of ieee Manage- 
ment is most active in production. 


Ring of Steel (9 min.), previously re- 


ported as The Shield, produced by 
Garson Kanin (Tom, Dick and Harry) , 
and dedicated to the American sol- 
dier, is ready for release to theaters. 
This is an inspirational film on the 
American tradition of soldiery since 
Yorktown. It was made by the O.E.M. 
film unit under the supervision of 
publicity chief Robert Horton. Com- 
mentary is spoken by Spencer Tracy. 

Preceding Ring of Steel into the 
theaters, however, will be Fire Bomb, 


a five-minute recut of the celebrated 
Fighting the Firebomb. This film in- 
structs the public on the handling of 
the bombs. Fighting them is as much 
a public as a professional job, and the 
film will be distributed immediately 
throughout target areas. 

A new O.E.M. report on industry, 
soon coming up, is Lake Freighter. 
It tells a background story of the 
steel industry: Steel, the basis of 
modern warfare, requires among its 
principal elements ore, limestone and 
coke. The ore lies at the top of the 
Great Lakes; the other elements at 
the lower. The film describes how lake 
carriers bring the elements together. 

One of O.E.M.’s unit managers, 
George Gercke, is in Detroit with two 
camera crews shooting the conversion 
of industry. O.E.M. is making a strong 
attempt at documentation here, and 
hopes to produce a record that will 
not only be of immediate interest and 
use, but that will stand for a long 


_ time as the picture of a classic tran- 


sition in American history. Conver- 
sion is being shot complete; that is, 
plants changed over, plants complete- 
ly torn up and changed, and new 
building. One crew is now shooting 
the gigantic construction job at the 
Ford Bomber Plant. 


BIRD MIGRATION 


The New York Zoological Society 
announces the completion of High 
Over the Borders, a two-reel motion 
picture on the phenomena of bird mi- 
gration in the Western Hemisphere. 
The picture was produced with the 
financial assistance of the National 
Film Board of Canada and the Office 
of Inter-American Affairs of the 
United States. 

This is the first of a series of a new 
type of film which the Zoological 
Society plans to produce, the aim of 
which is, in the words of Mr. Fairfield 
Osborn, President of the Society, “to 
combine fact, theme and _ technical 
excellence.” A survey completed last 
year by the Zoological Society, made 
possible by a grant from the Rocke- 
feller Foundation, showed that, with 
rare exceptions, existing films in the 
general field of zoology were purely 
episodic and lacked the power and 
import which could only come from 
a film which revolved around specific 
themes and in which every technical 


art of the modern motion picture was 


brought into play. 


High Over the Borders depicts the 


thrilling and little known story of the 
migratory habits of Western Hemi- 
sphere birds and the three major fly- 
ways used. Much time was spent in 
the collecting of the material on these 
“citizens of the sky.” The film stars 
the barnswallow, with a supporting 
cast of Arctic tern, golden plover, 
Canada geese, humming birds, ducks, 
and many others. 

Animated maps have been used to 
show the flyways. 

The commentary is being nenbinnl 
into both Spanish and Portuguese and 
it is planned that the picture will be 
shown not only in the United States 
and Canada but that also distribution 
through Central and South America 
will be arranged for by the Office of 
Inter-American Affairs. 

Irving Jacoby is the producer. 
Original musical score is by Vittorio 
Giannini. 


EMERSON YORKE STUDIO 


Producers of Motion Pictures 
Informative ~ Theatrical 
Phone 130 West 46th Street 
BRyant 9-9091 New York City 


DEFENSE 


TRAINING FILMS 
SOUND 


eee 
Valuable for air raid training 
groups — emergency fire and 
police organizations — schools 
— service clubs, etc. 
RENTAL — PURCHASE 
Write for complete list 


THE PRINCETON FILM CENTER 


TEL. Princeton 365 
410 NASSAU ST., PRINCETON, N. J. 


ROLAB 


PHOTO-SCIENCE LABORATORIES 
* 


WE PRODUCE Facts 


Consultants of Many Years’ Experience 
to Well Known Motion Picture Producers 


Completely Equipped Studios and Labora- 
tories for Production and Research 


DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION “oF SPECIAL EQUIPMENT 


SANDY HOOK, CONN. Phone Newtown 581 
Appointments Arranged in New York City 


AIR RAID WARDEN 
A brand-new training film for Civilian Defense 
In addition our library includes: 
FIGHTING THE FIRE BOMB 
PEARL HARBOR - NORMANDIE 
and other timely subjects. 


Call or write 


King Cole’s Sound Service, Jur. 
Main office—203 E. 26th St., New York, N. Y. 


Telephone: LExington 2-6781-2- 3-4 
BRANCHES -UPSTATE N YORK, CONN., & N.J. 


REEVES | 


| Sound Recording Studios | 


1800 
35mm “16mm. 
Film Acetate and Wax 
Complete Location Equi 
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